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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily obtain a benzyl thiazolidine derivative 
useful as a raw material for pharmaceuticals, agrochemicals, etc., in high 
yield by using an easily synthesizable . beta . -phenyllactic acid derivative 
as a raw material. 


SOLUTION: The objective benzyl thiazolidine derivative of formula II 
(R(sup 1) is H, phenyl or a 5 to 6-membered heterocyclic group) is produced 
by carrying out the condensation reaction of (A) a . beta . -phenyllactic acid 
derivative of formula I (R(sup 2) is methanesulf onyl , p-toluenesulf onyl , 
etc.; (n) is an integer of 0-3; R(sup 3) is p-toluenesulf onyl or 
methanesulf onyl; R(sup 4) is a lower alkyl) with (B) thiourea and 
hydrolyzing the condensation product. The component A can easily be 
produced by esterifying the corresponding . beta . - (p-substituted-phenyl ) lact 
ic acid and subjecting the . alpha . -hydroxy group to methanesulf onylation or 
p- toluenesulfonylation . 5- ( 4-methoxybenzyl ) thiazolidine-2 , 4-dione is 
produced by using 2-methanesulfonyloxy-3- ( 4 -methoxyphenyl ) propionic acid 
methyl ester as the component A. 
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